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people emotionally and spiritually. Sexual intercourse outside of 
marriage, promiscuity, common law relationships, adultery, homosexual 
acts, exploitation, incest and sexual perversion contradict God’s purpose 
for human sexuality.  

That marriage is more than a contract between two persons: It is a 
covenant before God. God is committed to every marriage between a 
man and a woman. In the covenant of marriage, God joins a man and a 
woman together ‘in one flesh’, and forbids anyone to break it. This 
covenant is unique, among human relationships, to marriage. God 
intends the married couple to reconcile and celebrate His call to an 
irrevocable commitment to love, to cherish and remain faithful which 
transcends the quid pro quo of contracts.  

That in Christian marriages, the Church acts as an agent of God’s 
blessing, as a primary witness and as a supportive community. The 
church declares the blessing of God but does not create that  

benefit. Therefore the church cannot confer the spiritual blessing of 
marriage on other relationships.  

That a healthy marriage is the best foundation for families and the 
raising of children. The practical benefits of marriage are inherent to its 
form. A healthy marriage is a unique source of benefits for children 
including the stability of the family and the access of children to a 
mother and a father. God intended that children should receive nurture 
from male and female parents, and in turn learn to honor both. Neither 
the church nor anyone else can confer the innate benefits of marriage on 
other forms of relationships or unions.  

That the Bible teaches that marriage is between one man and one woman 
only, and to recognize other unions as legitimate marriages would be 
contrary to our understanding of scripture within the North American 
Baptist Conference.  

We affirm, in accordance to the North American Baptist Conference 
Statement of Beliefs, that each person is unique, possesses dignity, and 


